NATIONAL SAFETY CONFERENCE 2013
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s Assistant Administrator and Chief Safety Officer, Jack Van Steenburg, addressed the 168 attendees of the NPTC National Safety Conference on September 12.  He discussed a number of the agency’s ongoing safety initiatives and rulemakings.

Van Steenburg noted that the FMCSA would soon initiate a new public view of a carrier’s CSA display with a revised screen shot of the carrier’s scores in each BASIC.  He also said that the agency is close to revising its policy on dealing with adjudicated violations under the DataQ procedure; when the violation does not result in a conviction, or the conviction is vacated, the FMCSA will remove the violation from the carrier’s score under the Safety Management System.

He also noted that the FMCSA was reviewing a final report on the use of crash weighting in the CSA program, so that a carrier would only be subject to crashes where the carrier (or its driver) was at fault.  Van Steenburg said the agency is trying to determine if police accident reports can be used to reliably determine accountability for a crash, and whether using only at-fault crashes will serve as a stronger predictor of future crashes than using all of a carrier’s crashes.

Van Steenburg further reported that the FMCSA is not close to issuing new guidance on standards for addressing sleep apnea and other sleep disorders as part of the driver qualification process.  The agency has been pressed by truck and bus interests to use a formal rulemaking process instead of guidance to address sleep apnea, as rulemaking offers an opportunity for clearer standards, public input, and the possibility of court review.

Finally, Van Steenburg encouraged the attendees to use the Pre-Employment Screening Program, which provides electronic access to the crash and inspection history for commercial motor vehicle drivers.  He noted that only 9,000 carriers are currently using PSP, but that the crash rates are down 8% for those carriers using the program.  He also said that the driver Out-of-Service rate for carriers using PSP is down 17%.

In addition to Van Steenburg, attendees heard Rick Schweitzer, NPTC General Counsel, discuss Private Fleet Top Safety Challenges; Ricky Abell, CTP, MedTrans, LLC, share his company’s screening strategies; and Nick Cindrich, CTP, CVS/Caremark, talk about driver scorecarding.

Open discussion forums were also a big hit at this year’s conference. Topics, and facilitators, included:

· On-Board Computers: To Collect Safety Performance Data or Not, R.B. Price, McKee Foods Transportation, LLC

· Dealing with DOT Safety Interventions, Carol Heinowski, Meijer, Inc., Steve Ellis, Merchants Distributors

· Dealing With An Aging Driver Population, Jim Corbean, CTP, Orgill; Sandy Rosenfeld, CTP, Del Monte Fresh Produce

· Driver Recognition: Developing the Culture of Producing National Driver All-Stars, Kris Kolbe, CTP, Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations

· Distracted Driving Policies That Keep Drivers Focused on Safety, Brian Holley, Whiteline Express

· Benchmarking and Key Safety Performance Metrics, Randy Perry, CTP, Frito-Lay, Inc.

· Developing Driver Training Programs That Work, Victor Hart, Dot Transportation

· Communicating with the New Generation of Drivers, Kathy Fellenstein, CTP, Weyerhaeuser Company

The following day, attendees heard presentations on Integrating Sleep Apnea and Wellness Services for Fleets from Jill Glenn, Dedicated Sleep; on OSHA Compliance from John Koch, General Nutrition Centers; on Effective Driver Vehicle Inspection Reports by Keith McWilliams, CTP, Kellogg Company; and, on Wheel and Tire Safety and Training from Dan Norris, CTP, Pepsi Beverages Company and Kevin Rohlwing, Tire Industry Association.

Finally, Frank Cruice, Sr. Director, Safety & Security, Perdue Farms Inc., and Thomas Pollard, CDS, CDT, Corporate Fleet Safety Manager, Perdue Farms, Inc.; took us behind the scenes to share their perspective on the Role of Active Safety Technologies in Enhancing Safety Technology.

Thanks, too, to the 22 allied member sponsors of this year’s Safety Conference.

